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To: 
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I-REC Standard Foundation 

March 11, 2021 

Change to Mexican Issuance Criteria 

  

 

1. Introduction 

In October 2017, the International REC Standard Foundation’s (I-REC Standard) Board decided that I-

RECs could only be issued in Mexico from projects commissioned prior to August 2014 since these 

projects do not qualify for (and thus do not conflict with) the local clean energy certificate scheme CEL. 

During the year 2020, the I-REC Standard Foundation was approached by generators willing to register 

production devices commissioned after August 2014 too. This motivated a review of the Mexican legal 

framework with the support of market participants active in the local electricity market.  

 

2. Why are generators interested in I-RECs for post-2014 devices? 

The main reason for the increasing interest to use I-RECs is its growing demand from electricity 

consumers that want to actively procure renewable electricity supply beyond compliance obligations. 

I-REC certificates have a global reach since they are recognized by several consumer claim standards 

such as GHGP, CDP, RE100 and others. In 2020, over 1,8 million certificates were issued in Mexico, 

which represents a growth of over 800% compared to 2019. 

 

3. Results legal review 

The main finding is that CEL’s mandatory requirements apply to Obligated Participants (Suppliers, 

Qualified Users that are Market Participants, End Users with self-supply contracts, as well as holders of 

legacy contracts) and not to clean generators. Renewable generators, in turn, have the right to issue 

CELs by registering their plants in the CEL registry (S-CEL) administrated by the regulator (CRE). Please 

see Annex 1 and Annex 2 with the legal analysis provided by market participants for this review. 

 

The risk of I-RECs interfering with the national system is considered non-significant as I-RECs attend 

exclusively voluntary demand for renewable certificates. 

 

4. New situation 

Production devices commissioned after August 2014 are now eligible for I-RECs issuance provided they 

can show proof they are not in the S-CEL registry (to avoid double issuance of certificates). 

 

Among others, the I-REC Standard expects registration from: 

 

- Large generators that own several renewable devices with which they can cover their present and 

future contractual CELs obligations and wish to issue I-RECs for some of their plants under 

development. 

- Small generators owning distributed generation (DG) devices (less than 0.5 MW) that have not 

applied for CELs and would like to issue I-RECs. 
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The I-REC Standard is pleased with this important step that enables more production device owners to 

request I-RECs for their clients and other market participants.  
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Annex 1 
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Annex 2 
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DISCLAIMER:  This note does not provide specific nor constitutes legal advice. It is intended 

solely for the use of the I-REC Standard. A client or any other person should not rely on the 

contents of this document as legal counsel or advice 

 


